
Writing Tools Continuum

Handwriting Organization Spelling Elaboration Speed

Raised Line, 
Note-Taking or 
Colored Papers

Worksheets Note-taking

Tape 
Recorder

Portable 
Word 

Processor

Computer

Paper 
Webs and 
Diagrams

Paper 
Outlines

Computer

Dictionary

Hand-held 
Dictionary / 

Spell 
Checker

Computer

Thesaurus

Electronic 
Thesaurus / 
Dictionary

Computer

Tape 
Recorder

Computer

Labels / 
Stamps

Tape or 
Digital 

Recorder

Computer

AT 
Notebook 
or Copies

Light Note-
taking Pen

Interactive 
Outlines / 

Notes

Tape 
Recorder

Computer
1  Word 

Processing

2  Word 
Processing 
with Word 
Prediction

3  Voice 
Recognition

1 Word 
Processor 
Outlines

2  
Inspiration 

or Draft 
Builder

 1  Spell 
Checker in 

Word 
Processor

2  Stand 
Alone Spell 

Checker 
with Speech 

and Auto 
Correct

3  CoWriter 
with 

Flexible 
Spelling

Word 
Processor 

with 
Thesaurus

1  Word 
Processor

2  Word 
Prediction 

(CoWriter)

3  Voice 
Recognition

Word, 
Acorbat or 
OmniForm 
(no speech)

Test Talker 
(speech)

Mimio or 
SmartBoard 

notes

Word 
Processor

Assistive 
Pens

Iris Pen II
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