UDL AT Classroom Environment  (Present your ‘model AT/UDL classroom’ that includes all the materials, structures, supplies, hardware/software, staffing needed to use effective UDL/AT strategies for all kinds of learners.
General Description of the Classroom (students, educators, parent support, collaboration with specialists):

Classroom Physical UDL/AT Description:

Classroom 1 (13x40; 5 learning areas with tables, book shelves, and 24 years of teaching supplies, small sensory room 5x5))

2 computers with internet connection/2 headphones for each

(Kidspiration, Inspiration, Intellitalk III, Lexia, powerpoint)

4 tape recorders

1 digital camera with video capabilities

1 laminator, 3 dry erase boards

100+ audio tape collection

1 turtle and 1 fish tank with 24 plants to tend to

Classroom 2 (12x12, 3 learning areas with tables, book shelves and a moderate supply of materials-used for students who require a sensory-reduced area 

2 computers with internet and same software programs, headphones

1 sensory calming area 

1 lizard and cricket tank and 10 plants to tend to

1 tape recorder, 4 dry erase boards

All rooms are supplied with sensory materials.  Each instructional group has individual bins that include all lesson plans/supplies for the week.

General Student Profiles (Learning Strengths, Interests, Goals, Weaknesses…)

Typical UDL/AT Daily Schedule (Topic and Details):

800 Enter classroom, greet classmates, read the message of the day and start a paper task for morning work 

801 Classroom Meeting-oral intake and comprehension of visual/auditory information presented through instruction and discussion 820-845

802 Language Arts-Participate in a 4 Block Literacy Program (guided reading group, quiet reading, working with words, read aloud) 845-1000

803 Snack (eat and listen to a story read by a teacher) 1000-1015

804 Special (art, music, gym, library, computers and drama) 1015-1045

805 Mathematics (participate in a language based mathematics program that requires students to engage in small group discussion, orally presented instruction with visuals, manipulative based academic tasks, and daily opportunities to write about their mathematical thinking) 1045-1200

806 Lunch/Recess- three transitions in 30 minutes (15 minutes to eat and 15 minutes to go to recess) Students need to socially connect, may a play plan with a peer, fight for a ball or a space on the too small playground and get in line without incident. 1200-1230

807 Writers Workshop (Lucy Caulkins program that includes explicit instruction through verbally presented instruction, guided discussion and ‘writer’s talk’.  Written output for 30 minutes each day with a variety of different types of papers. 1230-115

808 Science/Social Studies (students listen to a verbally presented lesson and then engage in a multi-stepped science experiment or project 115-200

Current AT/UDL Tools

1 Sensory tools (move and sits, water bottles, fiddle tools, rubber band material, pencil grips, weighted lap blankets, cube chairs, sensory breaks, SI OT room, headphones, 8 classrooms with sensory corners, …).

2 Writing tools (Intellitalk III, 2 computers in each classroom, 4 learning center computers with Inspiration/Kidspiration, pencil grips, scribes, spelling dictionaries, rubber stamps of letters/pictures/numbers, Handwriting Without Tears, extended time/modified activities, slant boards, 2 laptops for 2 students, graphic organizers,,,).

3 Literacy tools (Lexia, Literactive, Starfall, Specialized literacy program modified for each learner using UDL practices, video recordings of student progress, manipulatives, books on tape, Intellitalk III, readers, modified texts,…).

4 Math tools (manipulatives, stamps, modified lessons, web based interactive math activities…). 

5 Behavior tools (positive sensory tools and behavior plans, visuals (video and digital images) used to demonstrate appropriate behavior, adult support and reinforcement, explicit rules and consequences that promote learning, role playing and modeling…).

6 Physical tools (walker, wheelchair, crutches, stair chair, elevator, modified rules/calculator/math manipulatives, pencil).

7 Social tools (role playing, social groups, social stories that use photos and easy scripts, adult coaching…).

UDL Tools to be acquired:

1. UDL focused consults for all teachers.  Training to learn how to engage teachers in this practice at a very individual way.  Materials to support this ongoing work.

2. Intellitalk IV for all classrooms.

3. Monies available to purchase equipment/material/software when needed.  An annual budget (2,500.00 to meet the needs of 50 students with a diverse group of special needs). This would include internet based websites, curriculum, software, hardware, manipulatives, texts…

4. Stickers on all keyboards to increase size (60 sets).

5. A good cleaning and maintenance on all computers, twice a year by the tech. department.

6. Afterschool training available at the school for teachers interested in working together to further their UDL practice.

7. Subscription to professional publications that promote UDL practices.

8. Opportunities to visit UDL classrooms/districts in order to bring back ideas to my school.

9. Five copies of Solo and five copies of Kurzweil for use with particular students in an inclusion setting.

10. Continued access to vouchers in order to further my education in the skills necessary to implement UDL practices.

11. Full-spectrum lighting in all classrooms.

12. 3 Audio enhancement systems for students with auditory difficulties.

13. A special education aide in each classroom that is trained in UDL ideas and is interested in implementing these programs.

14. Parents who are willing to engage in and work with their child for 20 minutes each night.

Knowledge Gained

I see ……  What if I begin to ‘push the envelope’ and ask teachers to think about students in a way that helps promote a UDL classroom and school. I want to try though it may be one classroom and one teacher at a time.  I think it is worth the effort. 

